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?DEAR ‘SENAT.OR: ELLENJER' - -

UWE- D'ISCUSSED BRIEFLY LAST WEEK THE QUESTION-OF WHETHER WE NEED
CBOTH THE FILM READOUT “GAMBIT (FROS) AND THE ELECTRO-OPT ICAL IMAGING
CCEDD  SYSTEMS. FunDs: FOR. BOTH ARE IN THE FY 72 BUDGET REQUEST
._”BEFORE YOUR  COMMITTEE. -

‘WE ‘ARE PROPOSING THE FROG SYSTEM: BECAUSE THE PRESIDENT HAS - :
R'E_ UE’STED THAT A SYSTEM-WHICH WILL PROVIDE PHOTO IMAGE'S FROM: ANYWHERE
N RLD.~ 0 WASHINGTON' [N A-MATTER OF ‘HOURS 1S NEEDED AT THE

RL IEST 'POSSIBLE DATE. THE FEEOG WILL PROVIIDE TriIS CAPABILITY FOR
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" THE COUNTRY BY 1974. AN IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTIC oF THIS SYSTEM IS
THAT 1T BUILDS ON KNOWN AND PROVEN TECHNOLOGY. MOST COMPONENTS OF FROG -

HA "v"f‘BEEN TESTED AND USED. THE REMAINING TASK IS SYSTEM: INTEGRAT ION RATHER
T._HA!‘ I SYSTEM DEVEL OPMENT, THE DEVELOPMENT_S _OST FOR THIS SYSTEM 1S ESTI'IIATED
-$ 182 l\“ILLlON AI\D THERE WlLL BE |‘N STMENT. COSTS OF- ABO T» $134 :

S QUIRED TH.. :
AND THERE"‘W“ILL BE
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TI0.RE SOLVE ";»UNCERTAINTIES THROUGH DIPLOMAT o IN!T FATLVES. ARATHE
of EIARL 1E ST MOMENT RATHER“THAN BEING. FACED. W H ADVANCED SITUATWONS'
[ MORE  DIFF ICULT T0 RESOLVE D LPLOMAT.FC WL or\rrmsu@$ AM st ’%EM
ICNIFICANTL‘Y 7O A CONTINUEH PER’I"‘D i ,HOUT cpms. N

V\_ CR’EATES THE NEED FOR AN EARLY C . I?TY AND CALLS
FOP THE "DEVEL OPMENT “ OF “THE MOST EFFECT IVE SYSTEM TO MEET OUR LONG
TERM NEED'S. A PARTICULAR CASE IN POINT IS THE HIGH ASSURANCE SUCH
A SYSTEM WILL- PROVIDE THAT WE CAN SAFELY ENTER INTO AND EFFECT IVELY
MONITOR ARMS LMITATION AGREEMENT'S ~- STRATEGIC NUCLEAR OR THOSE
INVOLYV ING COMWENT IONAL FORCES. KNOWING THAT WE CAN HAVE THE CAPA-.
BILITY EITHER OF THESE SYSTEMS WILL PROVIDE GIVES THIS GOVERNMENT
CONSIDERABLE ENCOWRAGEMENT THAT WE CAN SAFELY PROCEED WITH NE-
GOT |AT IONS T.0 REDUCE THE LEVEL OF ARMED FORCES IN AREAS OF

POTENT IAL “CONFL ICT AND ASSIRE THE APPROPRIATE ‘LEVEL OF PCLITICAL
RATHER THAN MIL ITARY RESPONSE,

TH »ONLY WAY TO ASSIRE THAT WE HAVE AN OPERAT IN
PHOTOGRAPHIC-SYSTEM BY 1974 1S TO PROCEED WITH THE FROG. IF WE

PAGE 4 WHIG g87F9 S8R+
CAN WAIT -UNT IL 1976, WE SHOWD PROCEED WITH THE EOI ONLY. | AM
- CONINCED WE WILL EVENTUALLY NEED THE ADDED CAPABILITY AND SPEED :
: OF RESPONSE WHICH THE EOI SYSTEM CAN PROVIDE =-- BUT THAT WE CANNOT '
WAIT UNT L 1976 FOR THIS SYSTEM.'
T -HOPE YOU WILL APPROVE THE PROGRAMS WE HAVE REQUESTED FOR
FY 19725 FWitL BE PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH YOU AT
YOIR CONVENIENCE.
SINCEREL'Y,

WOWD LIKE TO KNOW IF THIS PROPOSED LETTER IS ACCEPTABLE
R MCL UCAS® "COMIENT S TODAY (THURSDAY). MR ‘PACKARD AL SO
PLANS TO SHOW THE DRAFT TQ MR. HELMS AND DR. DAVID, AND HOPES TO

- HAVF THF | FTTER ‘SIGNED OUT TODAY OR TOMORROW. THE STAFF AND

HAVE REVIEWED THE LETTER AND HAVE INCORPORATED

‘ ﬁm f“
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